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List of Stakeholders 

 

Aboriginal and Community Leadership 

- Tataskweyak Cree Nation 

- Fox Lake Cree Nation 

- York Factory First Nation 

- War Lake First Nation 

- Manitoba Metis Federation 

- Gillam Town Council 

Other Stakeholders 

- Split Lake Resource Management Area Board 

- Manitoba Lodges and Outfitters Association 

- Manitoba Trappers Association 

- Beverly and Kaminaruk Caribou Management Board 

- Gillam Snowmobile Club 

- Hudson’s Bay Railway 

- Manitoba EcoNetwork 

- Manitoba Infrastructure and Transportation 

- Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship 

- Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship Integrated Resource Management Team 
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Meetings 

 

Date of Meeting Location Notes 

November 20, 2009 TetrES offices Meeting with TCN re: TCN Keeyask 
Transmission Project Workplan dated November 
17, 2009 

January 19, 2010 TetrES offices Meeting With Fox Lake Cree Nation re: Keeyask 
Construction Power & Generation Outlet 
Transmission Project 

June 18, 2010 TetrES offices Meeting With Fox Lake Cree Nation to discuss 
the Fox Lake TK study workplan 

December 2, 2010 Stantec offices Meeting with Fox Lake Cree Nation re: Keeyask 
Transmission Project  

April 27, 2011 Stantec offices Meeting with TCN re: Keeyask Transmission 
Project 

October 20, 2011 Stantec offices Meeting with Manitoba Conservation 

June 13, 2012 Gillam Recreation 
Centre 

Fox Lake Cree Nation Core Elder and Resource 
User Group Workshop 

August 2, 2012 Gillam Town Hall Meeting with Gillam Town Council 

August 2, 2012 Gillam Recreation 
Centre 

Open house  

August 24, 2012 360 Portage Avenue Meeting with War Lake First Nation to discuss 
the Alternative Routes 

September 6, 2012 Gillam Recreation 
Centre 

Fox Lake Cree Nation Core Elder and Resource 
User Group Workshop 

September 05, 2012 Gillam Town Hall Meeting with Gillam Town Council 

September 05, 2012 Gillam Recreation 
Centre 

Open house  

September 10, 2012 Teleconference Phone conference with Manitoba Conservation 
to discuss Alternative Routes 
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 
May 24, 2012 

 
Chief Louisa Constant 
York Factory First Nation  
General Delivery  
York Landing, MB, R0B 2B0 
 
Dear Chief Constant: 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro would like to meet with you to discuss the proposed Keeyask 
Transmission Project (KTP).  The purpose of the meeting is to share information, answer 
questions and discuss any concerns that your community may have regarding the 
proposed project. 
 
The KTP will transport electrical energy from the existing transmission system to the 
Keeyask Generating Station (GS) site for construction purposes then from the proposed 
Keeyask GS into the Manitoba Hydro northern collector and transmission system.  The 
anticipated completion date for the project is early 2020.   
 
A representative from Manitoba Hydro will be in contact with you in the near future to 
coordinate a meeting.  In the interim, if you require any further information, please 
contact me at (204) 360-7353.   

We look forward to meeting with you and receiving further feedback from your 
community regarding the KTP. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dave Block 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 
Transmission Planning & Design Division 
 
Map(s) enclosed 
cc.  Mr. Wayne Redhead 
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 
May 24, 2012 

Chief Betsy Kennedy 
War Lake First Nation  
General Delivery 
Ilford, MB 
R0B 0S0 
 

Dear Chief Kennedy: 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro would like to meet with you to discuss the proposed Keeyask 
Transmission Project (KTP).  The purpose of the meeting is to share information, answer 
questions and discuss any concerns that your community may have regarding the 
proposed project. 
 
The KTP will transport electrical energy from the existing transmission system to the 
Keeyask Generating Station (GS) site for construction purposes then from the proposed 
Keeyask GS into the Manitoba Hydro northern collector and transmission system.  The 
anticipated completion date for the project is early 2020.   
 
A representative from Manitoba Hydro will be in contact with you in the near future to 
coordinate a meeting.  In the interim, if you require any further information, please 
contact me at (204) 360-7353.   

We look forward to meeting with you and receiving further feedback from your 
community regarding the KTP. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dave Block 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 
Transmission Planning & Design Division 
 
Map(s) enclosed 
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 
June 14, 2012 

President Chartrand 
Manitoba Métis Federation   
300-150 Henry Avenue   
Winnipeg, Manitoba   
R3B 0J7   
 
Dear President Chartrand: 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro would like to meet with you to discuss the proposed Keeyask 
Transmission Project (KTP).  The purpose of the meeting is to share information, answer 
questions and discuss any concerns that the Manitoba Métis Federation may have 
regarding the proposed project. 
 
The KTP will transport electrical energy from the existing transmission system to the 
Keeyask Generating Station (GS) site for construction purposes then from the proposed 
Keeyask GS into the Manitoba Hydro northern collector and transmission system.  The 
anticipated completion date for the project is early 2020.   
 
A representative from Manitoba Hydro will be in contact with you in the near future to 
coordinate a meeting.  In the interim, if you require any further information, please 
contact me at (204) 360-7353.   

We look forward to meeting with you and receiving further feedback from your 
community regarding the KTP. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dave Block 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 
Transmission Planning & Design Division 
 
Cc: Marci Riel 
Map(s) enclosed 
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 

Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 

July 20, 2012 

Chief Louisa Constant 

York Factory First Nation  

General Delivery  

York Landing, MB, R0B 2B0 

 

Dear Chief Constant: 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

This letter is a follow up on the letter we sent on May 24, 2012. In May we proposed 3 

alternative routes for the Keeyask Transmission Project. Based on new information, 

Manitoba Hydro has added a 4th alternative route to the site selection process, shown on 

the attached map. This new alternative follows the proposed construction power line, then 

the existing KN 36 transmission line right-of-way to Radisson Station.  

 

Manitoba Hydro would like to meet with you to discuss the proposed Keeyask 

Transmission Project.  The purpose of the meeting is to share information, answer 

questions and discuss any concerns that your community may have regarding the 

proposed project.  We would also like to invite members of your community to a Public 

Open House at the Gillam Recreation Centre on August 2, 2012 from 4:30 -7:30pm. 

 

A representative from Manitoba Hydro will be in contact with you in the near future to 

coordinate a meeting.  In the interim, if you require any further information, please 

contact me at (204) 360-7353.   

We look forward to meeting with you and receiving further feedback from your 

community regarding the Keeyask Transmission Project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Dave Block 

Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 

Transmission Planning & Design Division 
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 

Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 

July 20, 2012 

Chief Betsy Kennedy 

War Lake First Nation  

General Delivery 

Ilford, MB 

R0B 0S0 

 

Dear Chief Kennedy: 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

This letter is a follow up on the letter we sent on May 24, 2012. In May we proposed 3 

alternative routes for the Keeyask Transmission Project. Based on new information, 

Manitoba Hydro has added a 4th alternative route to the site selection process, shown on 

the attached map. This new alternative follows the proposed construction power line, then 

the existing KN 36 transmission line right-of-way to Radisson Station.  

 

Manitoba Hydro would like to meet with you to discuss the proposed Keeyask 

Transmission Project.  The purpose of the meeting is to share information, answer 

questions and discuss any concerns that your community may have regarding the 

proposed project.  We would also like to invite members of your community to a Public 

Open House at the Gillam Recreation Centre on August 2, 2012 from 4:30 -7:30pm. 

 

A representative from Manitoba Hydro will be in contact with you in the near future to 

coordinate a meeting.  In the interim, if you require any further information, please 

contact me at (204) 360-7353.   

We look forward to meeting with you and receiving further feedback from your 

community regarding the Keeyask Transmission Project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Dave Block 

Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 

Transmission Planning & Design Division 
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 
August 27, 2012 

 
Tatastkweyak Cree Nation 
Split Lake Resource Management Board 
General Delivery 
Split Lake, Manitoba R0B 1P0 
 
 
Dear Tatastkweyak Cree Nation, 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro is preparing an Environmental Assessment report for the proposed 
Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP).  The KTP will transport electrical energy from the 
existing transmission system to the Keeyask Generating Station (GS) site for construction 
purposes then from the proposed Keeyask GS into the Manitoba Hydro northern collector 
and transmission system.  The anticipated completion date for the project is early 2020.   
 
Included is a map of the proposed transmission and construction power routes, provided 
for discussion, as well as a newsletter providing details of the project.   

If you require further information, or would like discuss the project, please contact me at 
(204) 360-7353. We look forward to receiving feedback regarding the Keeyask 
Transmission Project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dave Block 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 
Transmission Planning & Design Division 
 
Map(s) enclosed
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 
August 27, 2012 

 
Mr. Gordon Gage 
Manitoba Lodge and Outfitters Assocation 
250-1534 Gamble Place 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 1N6 
 
 
Dear Mr. Gage, 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro is preparing an Environmental Assessment report for the proposed 
Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP).  The KTP will transport electrical energy from the 
existing transmission system to the Keeyask Generating Station (GS) site for construction 
purposes then from the proposed Keeyask GS into the Manitoba Hydro northern collector 
and transmission system.  The anticipated completion date for the project is early 2020.   
 
Included is a map of the proposed transmission and construction power routes, provided 
for discussion, as well as a newsletter providing details of the project.   

If you require further information, or would like discuss the project, please contact me at 
(204) 360-7353. We look forward to receiving feedback regarding the Keeyask 
Transmission Project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dave Block 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 
Transmission Planning & Design Division 
 
Map(s) enclosed
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 
August 27, 2012 

 
Manitoba Trappers Association 
11 Park Avenue 
Lac Du Bonnet, Manitoba R0E 1A0 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro is preparing an Environmental Assessment report for the proposed 
Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP).  The KTP will transport electrical energy from the 
existing transmission system to the Keeyask Generating Station (GS) site for construction 
purposes then from the proposed Keeyask GS into the Manitoba Hydro northern collector 
and transmission system.  The anticipated completion date for the project is early 2020.   
 
Included is a map of the proposed transmission and construction power routes, provided 
for discussion, as well as a newsletter providing details of the project.   

If you require further information, or would like discuss the project, please contact me at 
(204) 360-7353. We look forward to receiving feedback regarding the Keeyask 
Transmission Project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dave Block 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 
Transmission Planning & Design Division 
 
Map(s) enclosed
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 
August 27, 2012 

 
Mr. Ross Thompson 
Beverly and Kaminaruk Caribou Management Board 
PO Box 629 
Stonewall, Manitoba R0C 2Z0 
 
 
Dear Mr. Thompson, 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro is preparing an Environmental Assessment report for the proposed 
Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP).  The KTP will transport electrical energy from the 
existing transmission system to the Keeyask Generating Station (GS) site for construction 
purposes then from the proposed Keeyask GS into the Manitoba Hydro northern collector 
and transmission system.  The anticipated completion date for the project is early 2020.   
 
Included is a map of the proposed transmission and construction power routes, provided 
for discussion, as well as a newsletter providing details of the project.   

If you require further information, or would like discuss the project, please contact me at 
(204) 360-7353. We look forward to receiving feedback regarding the Keeyask 
Transmission Project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dave Block 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 
Transmission Planning & Design Division 
 
Map(s) enclosed
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 
August 27, 2012 

 
Mr. Will Gray 
Gillam Snowmobile Club 
Gillam, Manitoba R0B 0L0 
 
 
Dear Mr. Gray, 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro is preparing an Environmental Assessment report for the proposed 
Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP).  The KTP will transport electrical energy from the 
existing transmission system to the Keeyask Generating Station (GS) site for construction 
purposes then from the proposed Keeyask GS into the Manitoba Hydro northern collector 
and transmission system.  The anticipated completion date for the project is early 2020.   
 
Included is a map of the proposed transmission and construction power routes, provided 
for discussion, as well as a newsletter providing details of the project.   

If you require further information, or would like discuss the project, please contact me at 
(204) 360-7353. We look forward to receiving feedback regarding the Keeyask 
Transmission Project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dave Block 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 
Transmission Planning & Design Division 
 
Map(s) enclosed
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 
August 27, 2012 

 
Mr. Andrew Glastetter 
Hudson Bay Railway 
PO BOX 2129, 728 Bignell Avenue 
The Pas, Manitoba R9A 1L8 
 
 
Dear Mr. Glastetter, 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro is preparing an Environmental Assessment report for the proposed 
Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP).  The KTP will transport electrical energy from the 
existing transmission system to the Keeyask Generating Station (GS) site for construction 
purposes then from the proposed Keeyask GS into the Manitoba Hydro northern collector 
and transmission system.  The anticipated completion date for the project is early 2020.   
 
Included is a map of the proposed transmission and construction power routes, provided 
for discussion, as well as a newsletter providing details of the project.   

If you require further information, or would like discuss the project, please contact me at 
(204) 360-7353. We look forward to receiving feedback regarding the Keeyask 
Transmission Project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dave Block 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 
Transmission Planning & Design Division 
 
Map(s) enclosed
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 
August 27, 2012 

 
Ms. Kristine Koster 
Manitoba EcoNetwork 
3-303 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 2B4 
 
 
Dear Ms. Koster, 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro is preparing an Environmental Assessment report for the proposed 
Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP).  The KTP will transport electrical energy from the 
existing transmission system to the Keeyask Generating Station (GS) site for construction 
purposes then from the proposed Keeyask GS into the Manitoba Hydro northern collector 
and transmission system.  The anticipated completion date for the project is early 2020.   
 
Included is a map of the proposed transmission and construction power routes, provided 
for discussion, as well as a newsletter providing details of the project.   

If you require further information, or would like discuss the project, please contact me at 
(204) 360-7353. We look forward to receiving feedback regarding the Keeyask 
Transmission Project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dave Block 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 
Transmission Planning & Design Division 
 
Map(s) enclosed
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 
August 27, 2012 

 
Mr. Brian Barton 
Manitoba Conservation 
Box 28, 59 Elizabeth Drive 
Thompson, Manitoba R8N 1X4 
 
 
Dear Mr. Barton, 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro is preparing an Environmental Assessment report for the proposed 
Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP).  The KTP will transport electrical energy from the 
existing transmission system to the Keeyask Generating Station (GS) site for construction 
purposes then from the proposed Keeyask GS into the Manitoba Hydro northern collector 
and transmission system.  The anticipated completion date for the project is early 2020.   
 
Included is a map of the proposed transmission and construction power routes, provided 
for discussion, as well as a newsletter providing details of the project.   

If you require further information, or would like discuss the project, please contact me at 
(204) 360-7353. We look forward to receiving feedback regarding the Keeyask 
Transmission Project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dave Block 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 
Transmission Planning & Design Division 
 
Map(s) enclosed
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 
August 27, 2012 

 
Mr.  Don MacDonald 
Manitoba Conservation 
Box 28, 59 Elizabeth Drive 
Thompson, Manitoba R8N 1X4 
 
 
Dear Mr.  MacDonald, 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro is preparing an Environmental Assessment report for the proposed 
Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP).  The KTP will transport electrical energy from the 
existing transmission system to the Keeyask Generating Station (GS) site for construction 
purposes then from the proposed Keeyask GS into the Manitoba Hydro northern collector 
and transmission system.  The anticipated completion date for the project is early 2020.   
 
Included is a map of the proposed transmission and construction power routes, provided 
for discussion, as well as a newsletter providing details of the project.   

If you require further information, or would like discuss the project, please contact me at 
(204) 360-7353. We look forward to receiving feedback regarding the Keeyask 
Transmission Project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dave Block 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 
Transmission Planning & Design Division 
 
Map(s) enclosed
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-7353   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

dblock@hydro.mb.ca 

 
August 27, 2012 

 
Mr.  Daryll  Hedman 
Manitoba Conservation 
Box 28, 59 Elizabeth Drive 
Thompson, Manitoba R8N 1X4 
 
 
Dear Mr.  Hedman, 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro is preparing an Environmental Assessment report for the proposed 
Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP).  The KTP will transport electrical energy from the 
existing transmission system to the Keeyask Generating Station (GS) site for construction 
purposes then from the proposed Keeyask GS into the Manitoba Hydro northern collector 
and transmission system.  The anticipated completion date for the project is early 2020.   
 
Included is a map of the proposed transmission and construction power routes, provided 
for discussion, as well as a newsletter providing details of the project.   

If you require further information, or would like discuss the project, please contact me at 
(204) 360-7353. We look forward to receiving feedback regarding the Keeyask 
Transmission Project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dave Block 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department 
Transmission Planning & Design Division 
 
Map(s) enclosed
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-3119   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

jmatthewson@hydro.mb.ca 

 
September 11, 2012 

Chief Duke Beardy 
Tataskweyak Cree Nation 
Split Lake, MB  R0B 1P0 
 
Dear Chief Beardy: 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro has selected the preferred sites and routes for the components of the 
Keeyask Transmission Project.  Manitoba Hydro appreciates the time and commitment of 
Tataskweyak Cree Nation in assisting Manitoba Hydro in the site selection process.  The 
preferred sites and routes for the Keeyask Transmission Project are shown on the 
attached map and are the result of information gathered through public consultation, 
workshops, biophysical evaluation using field studies, and Aboriginal Traditional 
Knowledge.   

Factors included in the selection of the preferred sites and routes include, but are not 
limited to:  

 Crosses fewest water crossings; 

 Follows existing or proposed infrastructure; 

 Reduces new access opportunities; 

 Shortest overall length of routes presented; 

 Fewer rare, uncommon and cultural plants; 

 Minimizes effects on caribou;  

 Cost considerations; and 

 Separation of construction power and backup sources 

While the site selection process is the primary means of mitigation to reduce effects on 
the environment and surrounding communities, Manitoba Hydro is committed to working 
with affected communities to develop monitoring and mitigation measures to further 
understand and minimize effects of the project. 
 
If you have any questions about this process, please contact me at 204-360-3119, or 
jmatthewson@hydro.mb.ca.   
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Sincerely, 
 

 
 
James Matthewson 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department, 
Transmission Planning and Design  
Manitoba Hydro 
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-3119   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

jmatthewson@hydro.mb.ca 

 
September 11, 2012 

Chief Walter Spence 
Fox Lake Cree Nation 
P.O. Box 369 
Gillam, MB  R0B 0L0 
 
Dear Chief Spence: 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro has selected the preferred sites and routes for the components of the 
Keeyask Transmission Project.  Manitoba Hydro appreciates the time and commitment of 
Fox Lake Cree Nation in assisting Manitoba Hydro in the site selection process.  The 
preferred sites and routes for the Keeyask Transmission Project are shown on the 
attached map and are the result of information gathered through public consultation, 
workshops, biophysical evaluation using field studies, and Aboriginal Traditional 
Knowledge.   

Factors included in the selection of the preferred sites and routes include, but are not 
limited to:  

 Crosses fewest water crossings; 

 Follows existing or proposed infrastructure; 

 Reduces new access opportunities; 

 Shortest overall length of routes presented; 

 Fewer rare, uncommon and cultural plants; 

 Minimizes effects on caribou;  

 Cost considerations; and 

 Separation of construction power and backup sources 

While the site selection process is the primary means of mitigation to reduce effects on 
the environment and surrounding communities, Manitoba Hydro is committed to working 
with Fox Lake Cree Nation Kitayatisuk and Harvester Group to develop monitoring and 
mitigation measures to further understand and minimize effects of the project.   
 

Keeyask Transmission Project EA Report 
Appendix D: Public Involvement Materials

D-31



 

 

I have great respect for the Fox Lake Cree Nation Kitayatisuk and Harvester Group and 
will be preparing a letter thanking them for their sharing of knowledge and time with me.  
I believe the group has much wisdom to share and working together in developing 
mitigation, incorporating Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge and their participation in 
monitoring will be invaluable to the project. 
 

If you have any further questions about this process, please contact me at by phone at 
204-360-3119, or by email at jmatthewson@hydro.mb.ca.   

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
James Matthewson 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department, 
Transmission Planning and Design  
Manitoba Hydro 
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-3119   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

jmatthewson@hydro.mb.ca 

 
September 11, 2012 

Chief Louisa Constant 
York Factory First Nation  
General Delivery  
York Landing, MB, R0B 2B0 
 
Dear Chief Constant: 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro has selected the preferred sites and routes for the components of the 
Keeyask Transmission Project.  Manitoba Hydro would like the opportunity to discuss 
the project with York Factory First Nation if the community is interested.  The preferred 
sites and routes for the Keeyask Transmission Project are shown on the attached map and 
are the result of information gathered through public consultation, workshops, 
biophysical evaluation using field studies, and Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge.   

Factors included in the selection of the preferred sites and routes include, but are not 
limited to:  

 Crosses fewest water crossings; 

 Follows existing or proposed infrastructure; 

 Reduces new access opportunities; 

 Shortest overall length of routes presented; 

 Fewer rare, uncommon and cultural plants; 

 Minimizes effects on caribou;  

 Cost considerations; and 

 Separation of construction power and backup sources 

While the site selection process is the primary means of mitigation to reduce effects on 
the environment and surrounding communities, Manitoba Hydro is committed to working 
with affected communities to develop monitoring and mitigation measures to further 
understand and minimize effects of the project. 
 

If you have any further questions about this process, please contact me at by phone at 
204-360-3119, or by email at jmatthewson@hydro.mb.ca.   
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Sincerely, 

 

 
 
James Matthewson 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department, 
Transmission Planning and Design  
Manitoba Hydro 
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P.O. Box 7950 Stn Main, 820 Taylor Avenue   Winnipeg  Manitoba  Canada   R3C 0J1 
Telephone / No de téléphone : (204) 360-3119   Fax / No de télécopieur : (204) 360-3734 

jmatthewson@hydro.mb.ca 

 
September 11, 2012 

Chief Betsy Kennedy 
War Lake First Nation  
General Delivery 
Ilford, MB  R0B 0S0 
 
Dear Chief Kennedy: 

Re: Keeyask Transmission Project (KTP) 

Manitoba Hydro has selected the preferred sites and routes for the components of the 
Keeyask Transmission Project.  Manitoba Hydro appreciates the time and commitment of 
War Lake First Nation in assisting Manitoba Hydro in the site selection process.  The 
preferred sites and routes for the Keeyask Transmission Project are shown on the 
attached map and are the result of information gathered through public consultation, 
workshops, biophysical evaluation using field studies, and Aboriginal Traditional 
Knowledge.   

Factors included in the selection of the preferred sites and routes include, but are not 
limited to:  

 Crosses fewest water crossings; 

 Follows existing or proposed infrastructure; 

 Reduces new access opportunities; 

 Shortest overall length of routes presented; 

 Fewer rare, uncommon and cultural plants; 

 Minimizes effects on caribou;  

 Cost considerations; and 

 Separation of construction power and backup sources. 

While the site selection process is the primary means of mitigation to reduce effects on 
the environment and surrounding communities, Manitoba Hydro is committed to working 
with affected communities to develop monitoring and mitigation measures to further 
understand and minimize effects of the project. 
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If you have any further questions about this process, please contact me at by phone at 
204-360-3119, or by email at jmatthewson@hydro.mb.ca.   

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
James Matthewson 
Licensing & Environmental Assessment Department, 
Transmission Planning and Design  
Manitoba Hydro 
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An issue summary table was prepared based on questions and comments noted during meetings, workshops, public open houses and Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge studies. The table summarizes questions, 

comments and concerns, provides Manitoba Hydro’s response to these questions, comments and concerns and provides references to where additional information can be found in the Environmental Assessment 

Report. 

Appendix D, Table 1: Keeyask Transmission Project Public Involvement Issues Summary Table 

TOPIC RESPONSE 

Project Description  

A question was raised about why a double circuit or larger voltage line could 

not be used for the Generation Outlet Transmission Lines. 

The recommended scheme (3x 138kV lines, single circuit) is based on a technical requirement to provide firm outlet transmission for 

Keeyask. Even if they increased the voltage to a higher level, e.g., 230 kV, three lines would still be required. The use of a double circuit 

tower design (two lines on one tower plus a single tower line) is not possible due to soil conditions in the Keeyask area. Keeyask outlet 

lines are only feasible with guyed structures. Further information is available in Chapter 2 of the Environmental Assessment Report. 

A question was raised about why the right-of-way has to be so wide, 

particularly when a lot of maintenance work is done by helicopter.  

Clearing requirements are driven by technical requirements including the types of towers and requirements for guy wires. Further 

information is available in Chapter 2 of the Environmental Assessment Report.   

A question was raised about whether there would be any effects on the 

transmission towers from climate change due to melting of permafrost.  

Manitoba Hydro noted this is one of the reasons for the guyed wires. The environmental protection plans will also include measures to 

reduce permafrost melt caused by the Project such as minimizing clearing. Refer to Chapter 2 and Chapter 8 of the Environmental 

Assessment Report for more information.  

Route Selection Process  

TCN requested that Generation Outlet Transmission Line Route B should be 

modified so that it remains on the south side of the access road until it 

intersects with the Construction Power Line. 

The route alteration requested by TCN was incorporated into the preferred route for the Generation Outlet Transmission Lines.  Refer to 

Section 6.2 of the Environmental Assessment Report for more information. 

FLCN Members requested an additional route for the Generation Outlet 

Transmission Lines be considered which would follow the existing KN36 

transmission line right-of-way. 

Generation Outlet Transmission Line Route Option D was added to the evaluation of alternatives for the Generation Outlet Transmission 

Lines. Refer to Section 6.1 of the Environmental Assessment Report for more information. 

Participants generally indicated a preference for routes that parallel other 

existing or future linear features. 

These comments were considered as part of the route selection process. The preferred route for the Generation Outlet Transmission 

Lines follows existing or future infrastructure rights-of-way for much of the route. Refer to Sections 6.1 and 6.2 of the Environmental 

Assessment Report for more information. 
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Appendix D, Table 1: Keeyask Transmission Project Public Involvement Issues Summary Table 

TOPIC RESPONSE 

Participants asked how feedback from the public was considered in the route 

selection process. 

Manitoba Hydro’s site selection process considers the need to balance a variety of environmental, technical and social concerns. The 

evaluation of these different factors in selecting preferred sites and routes is described in Chapter 6 of the Environmental Assessment 

Report. 

Public Involvement Process  

Participants at open houses generally indicated they appreciated the 

opportunity to be provided with project information and to share ideas in the 

planning process. 

No response required. 

Some participants asked how much weight Manitoba Hydro places on 

preferences of local residents when choosing routes for transmission lines. 

Manitoba Hydro’s site selection process considers the need to balance a variety of environmental, technical and social concerns. The 

evaluation of these different factors in selecting preferred sites and routes is described in Chapter 6 of the Environmental Assessment 

Report. 

Participants asked how Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge was incorporated into 

the Site Selection and Environmental Assessment process.  

Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge was collected through studies and workshops conducted with First Nations. In addition, ongoing work 

is planned with Fox Lake Cree Nation and the Manitoba Metis Federation. Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge was incorporated into both 

the site selection process and the environmental assessment for the Project. Refer to Chapters 6 and 7 in the Environmental 

Assessment Report for more information.   

Potential Effects on Habitat, Wildlife and Resource Use  

PIP participants expressed concerns about the potential for habitat 

fragmentation caused by the Project in the Project Study Area. 

The preferred route for the Generation Outlet Transmission Lines is close in proximity to the existing KN36 and R26K transmission lines 

and the future Keeyask south access road in order to limit fragmentation and minimize disturbance to resource use areas. Refer to 

Section 6.2 of the Environmental Assessment Report. 

Some participants expressed concerns that rights-of-way might affect animal 

movement or leave them more susceptible to hunting and predation. 

Vegetation buffers will be established on rights-of-way as practicable to reduce sight lines. Low vegetation cover along rights-of-way will 

be maintained where practical to provide some habitat and cover. Refer to Chapter 7 of the Environmental Assessment Report for more 

information. 

Questions were raised about erosion and sedimentation and effects on water 

quality related to clearing.  

Mitigation measures will be implemented to reduce and control erosion including restoration of areas disturbed during construction that 

are not used during operations and restricting clearing activities to the minimum area practical for infrastructure development. Refer to 

Chapter 7 of the Environmental Assessment Report for more information. 
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Appendix D, Table 1: Keeyask Transmission Project Public Involvement Issues Summary Table 

TOPIC RESPONSE 

PIP participants expressed concern about potential effects of disturbance 

during construction on moose and other wildlife.   

Studies have shown that moose do not easily abandon suitable areas and often return once the disturbance ends. Refer to Chapter 7 of 

the Environmental Assessment Report for more information.   

PIP participants expressed concerns about the potential for loss of important 

plants and berries.  

Potential effects of the Project on ecosystem diversity and priority plants were considered in the environmental assessment. Following 

mitigation, residual effects of the Project are not expected to be significant. More information is available in Chapter 7 of the 

Environmental Assessment Report. 

Participants expressed concerns that the Project would inhibit the ability to 

practice culturally important resource use activities (hunting, trapping, fishing, 

harvesting).  

Some participants noted concerns about adding another Project to an already 

fragmented area. Participants noted the cultural importance of the area. 

The preferred routes and sites for project infrastructure were chosen to minimize potential effects to domestic and commercial resource 

use. Manitoba Hydro will also work with First Nations to organize a site ceremony for the Project to recognize the cultural and spiritual 

importance of the area. More information is available in Section 6.2 and Chapter 7 of the Environmental Assessment Report. 

Concerns were noted with respect to loss of income for trappers due to 

disturbance by the Project.  

 

Registered trapline holders whose commercial trapping operations are affected by the Project will be compensated consistent with 

Manitoba Hydro’s Trapper Notification and Compensation Policy for New Transmission Development. Compensation may include trap 

line improvements, employment opportunities, equipment replacement or monetary settlement. Refer to Chapter 7 of the Environmental 

Assessment Report for more information. 

Potential Effects on Heritage Resources  

There was concern about the potential for the Project to disturb or damage 

sacred sites and burial sites, including sites that have not yet been discovered. 

An Environmental Protection Plan will address concerns that heritage resources may be unearthed during construction activities.  Refer 

to Chapter 7 of the Environmental Assessment Report for more information. 
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Appendix D, Table 1: Keeyask Transmission Project Public Involvement Issues Summary Table 

TOPIC RESPONSE 

Potential Effects on Access  

Participants noted that transmission lines would provide opportunities for 

increased access for hunting and recreation. This was viewed both positively 

and negatively.  

Mitigation measures to manage access include: 

 Right-of-way access trails will be decommissioned, unless required for on-going maintenance, to minimize access-related effects 

from harvest and predation. 

 Manitoba Hydro will work with Manitoba Conservation to maintain previously developed access control and hunter related 

signage in order to prevent excessive hunting. 

 Where access is a concern, Manitoba Hydro will work directly with those concerned to prepare access management plans prior 

to construction. 

More information is available in Chapter 7 of the Environmental Assessment Report. 

Potential Effects Related to Public Safety   

Some participants stated that local residents would be affected by construction 

workers in the area. They noted that problems had arisen during previous 

hydroelectric projects from interactions between local residents and 

construction workers. 

As a part of orientation for all workers at the main site, workers will be required to participate in cultural awareness training. This will 

provide an opportunity to describe local expectations for respectful behaviour by construction workers both on site and when visiting 

communities. Prior to construction, discussions will begin between Manitoba Hydro, the Town of Gillam, TCN and FLCN to determine 

the best mechanism for addressing worker interaction issues across all Manitoba Hydro proposed projects in the vicinity of Gillam. 

Participants expressed concerns about safety related to guy wires and asked 

whether guy wires would be marked for snowmobilers to see.  

Guy wire shields will be used to improve the visibility of guy wires for transmission lines and reduce the potential for accidents for 

snowmobilers and others travelling in the area. Refer to Chapter 7 of the Environmental Assessment Report for more information. 

Participants asked whether Manitoba Hydro could provide education programs 

to youth about safety near electrical infrastructure. 

Site fencing and access controls will be in place as appropriate for the Project. Providing general safety education is beyond the scope 

of the assessment for the Project. 
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Appendix D, Table 1: Keeyask Transmission Project Public Involvement Issues Summary Table 

TOPIC RESPONSE 

Employment and Business  

Participants were interested in the types of employment opportunities that 

would be available with the Project. 

Manitoba Hydro provided basic descriptions of the types of positions that would be available during construction of the Project at a 

public open house in Gillam. Further information on employment requirements of the Project is provided in Chapter 2 of the 

Environmental Assessment Report. 

Questions were asked about job and business opportunities for local Aboriginal 

and Northern residents. 

For work packages filled through direct-negotiation contracts, the ability to direct hire maximizes the likelihood of qualified Aboriginal 

residents being hired for a project-related job. Further information on Aboriginal and local resident hiring preferences and Manitoba 

Hydro’s Northern Purchasing Policy is provided in Chapter 7 of the Environmental Assessment Report.  

Other Topics  

Questions were raised about the potential for increased pollution from 

construction activities. 

A life cycle analysis of greenhouse gas emissions resulting from the construction and operation of the Project was completed. The life 

cycle analysis indicated a net positive contribution to greenhouse gas emissions when considering the ability to displace greenhouse gas 

emissions through sale of surplus electricity. Refer to Chapter 7 of the Environmental Assessment Report for more information. 

Additional information on environmental protection is available in Chapter 8 of the Environmental Assessment Report. 

PIP participants expressed interest in understanding decommissioning plans. 

Provisions exist for decommissioning of temporary infrastructure or facilities. These are described in Section 2.8 of the Environmental 

Assessment Report. Manitoba Hydro has no plans to decommission the Keeyask Transmission Project itself. If decommissioning is 

required at some future date it will be undertaken according to the legislative requirements, existing agreements and industry standards 

prevalent at the time.  
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ROUND 1 OPEN HOUSE 
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Open House Report 
Round One Public Involvement Program for the proposed Keeyask Transmission Project  

2012-08-02 Open House Report MEETING NOTES.docx 1 / 13 

 

Location: Gillam Recreation Centre (Blue Room) 

Date & time: August 2, 2012 (4:30 – 7:30 PM) 

 

Advertising and Public Notices 

 Advertisements were placed in the Nickel Belt News published on July 20, 2012 and July 27, 

2012 (Attachment A). 

 

 Notices (11 x 17 posters) were posted at several locations in Gillam, including the Recreation 

Centre, Town Hall, Shopping Centre, and Co-op (Attachment A). 

 

 Notice posters were also forwarded to the Fox Lake Cree Nation.   

Open House Materials 

 13 storyboards were placed on easels at the Recreation Centre. The storyboards included 

descriptions of the proposed project infrastructure; a map showing the project study area, 2 

alternative routes for the Construction Power (CP) lines and the 4 alternative routes for the 

Generation Outlet Transmission (GOT) lines; and information on the site selection and 

environmental assessment process. (Attachment A). 

 

 A newsletter was available for attendees to take with them. The newsletter contained a map 

and description of the proposed project infrastructure (Attachment A). 

 

 4 large maps showing the project study area and route options for the CP and GOT lines were 

placed on tables so that attendees could see the alternative routes more easily. 

 

 Comment forms were available for attendees to record their comments on the route options 

and environmental assessment process. (Attachment A) 

 

 ROW Tree Clearing Brochure 

 

 Trappers Compensation Brochure 

 

 Representatives from Manitoba Hydro and its environmental consultants were available to 

answer questions from attendees. 

Questions and Comments from Attendees on Alternative Routes 
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Open House Report 
Round One Public Involvement Program for the proposed Keeyask Transmission Project  

2012-08-02 Open House Report MEETING NOTES.docx 2 / 13 

Questions and comments were received from the attendees both through conversations with Manitoba 

Hydro representatives and the environmental consultants and through comment forms. A summary of 

comments and questions related to the alternative route options is provided below: 

 Participants generally noted that constructing the GOT line along the existing KN-36 

transmission line and the CP line (Option D) or along the proposed south access road (Options B 

or C) are the most practical alternatives since the land has already been cleared or will be 

cleared for the south access road or the CP line.  

 

 Some participants noted all of the route options would cause disruptions to the land, natural 

habitat and wildlife. It was also felt that habitat disturbances would cause animals to relocate to 

undisturbed areas. 

 

 Some participants noted GOT line Option A appears to require the most additional clearing. It 

was indicated this should be a reason to avoid using this route option. 

Other Questions and Comments 

 How many towers would be required and what would the towers look like? 

 

 How wide would the right-of-way be? 

 

 How many, and what types of jobs would be available related to the Project? 

 

 Interest was expressed in how First Nations were being involved in the site selection and 

environmental assessment process. 

 

 Some participants noted the area is already heavily disturbed by existing hydro development 

(dams and transmission lines). 
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Open House Report 
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ATTACHMENT A 

OPEN HOUSE MATERIALS 
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Keeyask Transmission Project

Public Open House

WELCOME
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To provide:
 - Information on the project
 - Information on the environmental 
assessment process 

 - An opportunity to discuss comments  
and concerns

 - A venue to receive your input on 
alternative routes being considered

Purpose of the Open House
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 - Keep the public informed of Manitoba 
Hydro activities in the region

 - Provide timely and informative 
responses to questions and concerns

 - Be open and transparent throughout 
the approval process

 - Ensure local resident concerns are 
identified and considered throughout 
the process

Manitoba Hydro Goals

Keeyask Transmission Project EA Report 
Appendix D: Public Involvement Materials

D-69



Manitoba Hydro requires new 
transmission infrastructure 
and modifications to existing 
transmission infrastructure for 
the construction and operation of 
the Keeyask Generating Station

Need and Purpose of the Project

Keeyask Transmission Project EA Report 
Appendix D: Public Involvement Materials

D-70



Two -  138 kV Construction Power 
Transmission Lines (One Permanent 
and One Temporary)

One -  Construction Power Station

Four -  138 kV AC Collector Transmission Lines 
from Keeyask GS to Switching Station

One -  Switching Station

Three - 138 kV Generation Outlet Transmission Lines that connect the 
Switching Station to Radisson Converter Station. 

Project Description 
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Alternative Transmission Routes  
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Project Schedule

Site Selection and 
Environmental 
Assessment

Regulatory Review

Construction

Start Environmental Studies – Summer 2010/11

Route Selection – Summer 2012

Assessment Studies – Summer/Fall 2012

Preparation of Environmental Assessment Report 
– Fall 2012

Submission to Regulators – Fall 2012

Regulatory Approvals Granted – Spring 2013

Construction Starts – Winter 2013

In-Service – Spring 2019
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The Environmental Assessment involves:
 - Study area characterization

 - Biophysical (wildlife, vegetation etc.)
 - Socioeconomic (heritage resources,  
land use etc.) 

 - Public engagement 
 - Identification of: 

 - Potential environmental effects
 - Mitigation measures
 - Follow-up actions 

 - Preparation of an Environmental Assessment Report 

Site Selection and  
Environmental Assessment
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Tasks 2012
May June July Aug Sept Oct

Preliminary Site Selection
Community and Stakeholder input into Alternative 
Routes and Station Sites
First Open House
Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge Gathering
Preliminary Preferred Route and Station Site 
Selection
Community and Stakeholder input into Preliminary 
Preferred Route and Station Site
Second Open House
Confirmation of Preferred Route and Station Site 
Environmental Assessment Studies and Report 
Development
Submit Environmental Assessment Report for 
Regulatory Review

Site Selection and Environmental 
Assessment Schedule
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The Public Engagement Process includes:
 - Engagement with 

 - local communities and administrations,
 - municipal and provincial government 
departments,

 - First Nations and Metis, 
 - NGOs, 
 - resource users and 
 - other interested stakeholders 

Public Engagement Processes 
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 - Requires a Class 2 Licence, under the 
Environment Act (Manitoba)

 - Environmental Assessment Report 
submission in October 2012

 - Regulatory Review

Regulatory Licensing Process
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Contracts, when publicly tendered, 
require recruitment sessions by 
contractors in nearby communities to 
promote local employment.

Types of Positions: 
 - equipment operators, 
 - truck drivers, 
 - tower assemblers and
 - other general labourer positions

Employment Opportunities
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Please complete a comment form and leave it in the box provided
 - Let us know if you have any comments or concerns about the 
proposed Keeyask Transmission Project

 - Tell us if you may be directly or indirectly affected by the proposed 
project and provide any actions you feel Manitoba Hydro can take 
to avoid or minimize any potential effects

Thank you for attending the Open House and providing your 
valuable input into the proposed Keeyask Transmission Project

Comment Form
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Open House Report 
Round Two Public Involvement Program for the proposed Keeyask Transmission Project  

 1 / 8 

 

Location: Gillam Recreation Centre (Blue Room) 

Date & time: September 12, 2012 (4:30 – 7:30 PM) 

 

Advertising and Public Notices 

 An advertisement was placed in the Nickel Belt News (published on September 7, 2012 -

Attachment A). 

 

 Notices were posted at several locations in Gillam (Attachment A). 

 

Open House Materials 

 15 storyboards were placed on easels at the Recreation Centre (Attachment A).  

 

 The storyboards described: the purpose of the open house, the public engagement process, the 

SSEA process, the goals of the open house, need and purpose of the project, project schedule, 

project description, feedback from Round 1 of public consultation activities, potential effects of 

the project and proposed mitigation, employment opportunities, and the regulatory licensing 

process. 

 

 A map showing the preferred route and the location of proposed project infrastructure 

(Attachment A) was available for attendees to take with them.  

 

 4 large maps showing the project study area and preferred route for the Construction Power, 

Generation Outlet Transmission lines and infrastructure were placed on tables so that attendees 

could clearly see the route. 

 

 Comment forms were available for attendees to record their comments on the route options 

and environmental assessment process (Attachment A). 

 

 Representatives from Manitoba Hydro and some of its environmental consultants were 

available to answer questions from attendees. 

Questions and Comments from Attendees on the Preferred Route 

Questions and comments were received from the attendees through conversations with Manitoba 

Hydro representatives and the environmental consultants. A summary of comments and questions 

related to the preferred route is provided below: 
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Open House Report 
Round Two Public Involvement Program for the proposed Keeyask Transmission Project  

 2 / 8 

 Several participants asked what factors were considered in selecting the preferred route for the 

generation outlet transmission lines. Manitoba Hydro noted in response to these questions that 

the factors were considered included: 

 

o The preferred route requires the fewest water crossings of the alternatives examined; 

o Follows other existing or proposed infrastructure; 

o Has the shortest overall length of route alternatives considered; 

o Minimizes effects on caribou; 

o Has fewer rare, uncommon and cultural plants in the footprint; 

o Cost considerations; 

o Reliability considerations (separating the primary construction power line and the 

back-up construction power line). 

 

 One participant expressed concern with sight lines on the construction power line route and the 

effect this would have on hunting and wildlife. Manitoba Hydro noted that some vegetation can 

be maintained to a certain height in the right-of-way and this can minimize sight-line effects. 

 

Other Questions and Comments 

 Some participants noted there are effects on local residents related to having construction 

workers in the area. It was noted there have been problems on past hydro projects from 

interactions between local residents and construction workers. 

 

 One participant asked whether guy wires would be marked for snowmobilers to see. Manitoba 

Hydro responded that guy wires would have yellow cable protectors so that they are visible to 

snowmobilers. 

 

 One participant asked about the location of the proposed South Access Road. The location of 

the proposed South Access Road was shown to the participant on the preferred route map 

available at the open house.  

 

 One participant noted there used to be a lot of berries near Gillam and now people have to 

travel much farther to find them. 

 

 Some participants noted Manitoba Hydro should have Cree names put on their maps. 

 

 One participant noted Manitoba Hydro should provide safety education to youth to help 

prevent accidents around electricity infrastructure. 
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Open House Report 
Round Two Public Involvement Program for the proposed Keeyask Transmission Project  

 3 / 8 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

OPEN HOUSE MATERIALS 
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Open House Report 
Round Two Public Involvement Program for the proposed Keeyask Transmission Project  

 4 / 8 
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Open House Report 
Round Two Public Involvement Program for the proposed Keeyask Transmission Project  
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Open House Report 
Round Two Public Involvement Program for the proposed Keeyask Transmission Project  
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Open House Report 
Round Two Public Involvement Program for the proposed Keeyask Transmission Project  
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Keeyask Transmission Project

Public Open House

WELCOME
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To provide:
 - Information on the project
 - Information on the environmental 
assessment process 

 - An opportunity to discuss comments  
and concerns

 - A venue to receive your input on 
alternative routes being considered

Purpose of the Open House
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The Public Engagement Process includes:
 - Engagement with 

 - local communities and administrations,
 - municipal and provincial government 
departments,

 - First Nations and Metis, 
 - NGOs, 
 - resource users and 
 - other interested stakeholders 

Public Engagement Processes 
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The Environmental Assessment involves:
 - Study area characterization

 - Biophysical (wildlife, vegetation etc.)
 - Socioeconomic (heritage resources,  
land use etc.) 

 - Public engagement 
 - Identification of: 

 - Potential environmental effects
 - Mitigation measures
 - Follow-up actions 

 - Preparation of an Environmental Assessment Report 

Site Selection and  
Environmental Assessment

Keeyask Transmission Project EA Report 
Appendix D: Public Involvement Materials

D-94



 - Keep the public informed of Manitoba 
Hydro activities in the region

 - Provide timely and informative 
responses to questions and concerns

 - Be open and transparent throughout 
the approval process

 - Ensure local resident concerns are 
identified and considered throughout 
the process

Manitoba Hydro Goals
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Manitoba Hydro requires new 
transmission infrastructure 
and modifications to existing 
transmission infrastructure for 
the construction and operation of 
the Keeyask Generating Station

Need and Purpose of the Project
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Project Schedule

Site Selection and 
Environmental 
Assessment

Regulatory Review

Construction

Start Environmental Studies – Summer 2010/11

Route Selection – Summer 2012

Assessment Studies – Summer/Fall 2012

Preparation of Environmental Assessment Report 
– Fall 2012

Submission to Regulators – Fall 2012

Regulatory Approvals Granted – Spring 2013

Construction Starts – Winter 2013

In-Service – Spring 2019
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Two -  138 kV Construction 
Power Transmission 
Lines (One Permanent 
and One Temporary)

One -  Construction Power 
Station

Project Description 
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Four -  138 kV Unit 
Transmission Lines 
from Keeyask GS to 
Switching Station

One -  Switching Station

Three - 138 kV Generation 
Outlet Transmission 
Lines that connect 
the Switching 
Station to Radisson 
Converter Station. 

Project Description 
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Participants of Round 1 of the Public Engagement Process:   

 - Indicated a general preference for a route which followed existing rights-of-way for roads or 
transmission lines to minimize additional disturbance and clearance caused by the Project.

 - Expressed interest in:
 - The type and number of employment and business opportunities associated 

with the Project.
 - Understanding how the Project will affect wildlife and habitat. An interest in 

effects on caribou in particular was noted.
 - Understanding how First Nations were involved in the site selection and 

environmental assessment process.

 - Noted the Project Study Area has numerous existing or proposed hydro-electric 
developments (dams, transmission lines and converter stations). This was important as 
context for the Project’s environmental studies.

What We Heard – Round 1

Keeyask Transmission Project EA Report 
Appendix D: Public Involvement Materials

D-100



Two -  138 kV Construction 
Power Transmission 
Lines (One Permanent 
and One Temporary)

One -  Construction Power 
Station

Project Description 
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Four -  138 kV Unit 
Transmission Lines 
from Keeyask GS to 
Switching Station

One -  Switching Station

Three - 138 kV Generation 
Outlet Transmission 
Lines that connect 
the Switching 
Station to Radisson 
Converter Station. 

Project Description 
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In addition to avoiding sensitive areas identified 
through the site selection process, additional 
mitigation measures will include:

 - Implementation of an Environmental Protection Plan 
to minimize disturbances during construction.

 - Scheduling construction activities during appropriate 
seasons to minimize conflicts with sensitive species.

 - Avoiding the use of heavy machinery in sensitive areas.

 - Ongoing communication between Manitoba Hydro 
and local communities to identify and address potential 
issues that arise.

Potential Effects and Mitigation
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Potential adverse effects of the Project are avoided or minimized through 
the site selection process. Remaining effects will be examined in the Project’s 
environmental assessment report and will include (but not limited to):   

 - Effects on caribou and other wildlife related to clearing and maintenance of rights-of-way 
and presence of project infrastructure.

 - Effects on fish and fish habitat related to stream crossings.

 - Effects on resource use as a result of access created by the Project during construction 
and operations.

 - Effects on traffic due to shipping and transportation during construction.

 - Effects on local people and communities related to the presence of construction workers.

 - Effects on culture and heritage related to the construction and operation of the Project.

Potential Effects and Mitigation
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Contracts, when publicly tendered, 
require recruitment sessions by 
contractors in nearby communities to 
promote local employment.

Types of Positions: 
 - equipment operators, 
 - truck drivers, 
 - tower assemblers and
 - other general labourer positions

Employment Opportunities
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 - Requires a Class 2 Licence, under the 
Environment Act (Manitoba)

 - Environmental Assessment Report 
submission in October 2012

 - Regulatory Review

Regulatory Licensing Process
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Please complete a comment form and leave it in the box provided
 - Let us know if you have any comments or concerns about the 
proposed Keeyask Transmission Project

 - Tell us if you may be directly or indirectly affected by the proposed 
project and provide any actions you feel Manitoba Hydro can take 
to avoid or minimize any potential effects

Thank you for attending the Open House and providing your 
valuable input into the proposed Keeyask Transmission Project

Comment Form
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OTHER PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
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Fox Lake Cree Nation Workshop

KEEYASK TRANSMISSION PROJECT
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MEETING ACTION ITEMSMEETING ACTION ITEMS

 EnvPP for Decommissioning of Namew Lake EnvPP for Decommissioning of Namew Lake
 EnvPP Provided and Photos

 ROW Widths ROW Widths
 Double Circuit or larger Voltage Line
 Draft Project Description

 Table of contents and Project Overview

 South Access Road
 Package of Info supplied by Power Supply Package of Info supplied by Power Supply
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CONSTRUCTION POWER ROWCONSTRUCTION POWER ROW
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GENERATION OUTLET TRANSMISSIONGENERATION OUTLET TRANSMISSION
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JULY 2006JULY 2006
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JULY 2012JULY 2012
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RAPTOR NESTRAPTOR NEST
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RAPTER NEST POST DECOMMISSIONINGRAPTER NEST POST DECOMMISSIONING
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ROUTE EVALUATION PARAMETERSROUTE EVALUATION PARAMETERS

 Aquatics Aquatics
 # of water crossings
 Sensitivity of fish and fish habitat Sensitivity of fish and fish habitat

 Terrestrial Plants and Habitat
F t ti Fragmentation

 Priority plants (Rare, KCN Plants) 
Habitat
 Ecosystem diversity
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ROUTE EVALUATION PARAMETERSROUTE EVALUATION PARAMETERS

 Wildlife
A hibi Amphibians
 Species observed
 # of water crossings (Riparian habitat)
 Proximity to waterbodiesy

 Birds
 Species observed
 Vegetation composition
 # of water crossings # of water crossings
 Proximity to waterbodies
 Habitat

 Mammals
 Mammals observed
 Species at Risk 
 Habitat
 Fragmentationg
 # of water crossings
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ROUTE EVALUATION PARAMETERSROUTE EVALUATION PARAMETERS

 Socio Economic
Resource Use
Forestry
Population, Infrastructure and Services
Economy

Heritage
# of water crossings (higher potential)
Existing heritage sites
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WUSKWATIM TRANSMISSIONWUSKWATIM TRANSMISSION
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WUSKWATIM TRANSMISSIONWUSKWATIM TRANSMISSION
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KEEYASK TRANSMISSION PROJECTKEEYASK TRANSMISSION PROJECT

 Schedule Schedule
 EIS Submission – October 2012
 Construction Power Line and Station   Construction Power Line and Station  

 Start- Spring 2014 Stn and Winter 2014 T-Line
 In Service - Spring 2015  In Service Spring 2015 

 Generation Outlet Transmission and Switching Stn
 Start – Jan 2017 Stn – Dec 2018 T-Lines
 In Service – Fall 2019 – inline with 1st unit for GS
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