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October 17th, 2025 – Transport Canada has determined that the runway 16-34 (secondary) overlay, parking lot and visual aids rehabilitation at Îles-de-la-Madeleine Airport is not likely to cause significant adverse environmental effects.  
This determination was based on a consideration of the following factors: 
· Impacts on rights of Indigenous Peoples; 
· Indigenous knowledge; 
· Community knowledge; 
· Comments received from the public; and 
· Technically and economically feasible mitigation measures. 
Mitigation measures taken into account for this determination are:  
Soil quality    
· At the start of the work, the contractor must submit an emergency response plan in case of accidental spillage of contaminants. Ensure that the response plan contains, at a minimum, a response diagram and an alert structure, and that it is placed in an easily accessible location visible to all employees. Have on-site response equipment in case of accidental spills of contaminants, including a floating phase collection device that can be quickly deployed, such as booms (in the case of petroleum spills). 	
· Identify or set up an area for the temporary storage of hydrocarbons or other hazardous materials, refueling, and general maintenance of machinery at a minimum distance of 30 m from aquatic environments, drainage ditches, wetlands, and waterways. Toxic substances used, such as oil and gasoline, must be handled with care, in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 
· Develop a hazardous materials management plan for storage, transportation, disposal, recovery, control measures, and decontamination operations. 	
· Hazardous materials used must be stored and transported in properly identified, leak-proof containers. 
· Ensure that hazardous waste is removed from other waste. This hazardous waste must be disposed of properly at an authorized site in accordance with its characteristics and current regulations. The contractor must provide a transport document to the Ministry representative.
· Contaminated soil must be managed in accordance with the CCME's Contaminated Soil Management Guide – Soil Protection and Rehabilitation of Contaminated Sites, the recommendations of the CCME, Quebec's Environment Quality Act (RLRQ, chapter Q-2) and the regulations derived therefrom, in particular the Regulation respecting the protection and rehabilitation of land (RLRQ, chapter Q-2, r. 37), the Regulation respecting the storage and transfer centers for contaminated soil (RLRQ, chapter Q-2, r. 46) and the Regulation respecting the landfill disposal of contaminated soil (RLRQ, chapter Q-2, r. 18). 	
· Residual granular materials must be managed in accordance with the Regulation respecting the recovery of residual materials (RVMR) (RLRQ, chapter Q-2, r. 49). 	
· The Contractor must comply with the Regulation respecting the traceability of excavated contaminated soil (RCTSCE) for the transport of contaminated soil when it leaves federal land. The RCTSCE applies to the transport of soil containing one or more contaminants resulting from human activity, regardless of their concentration. For the purposes of applying the provisions of Section 8 of these regulations, the Contractor must use the Quebec government's “Traces Québec” traceability computer system produced by Attestra. 	
· Clean vehicles and construction equipment before they arrive at the work site to remove mud, fragments of invasive alien species, animals, and microorganisms. 	
· In the event of an accidental spill of hazardous, polluting, or sedimentary substances, the Contractor must immediately notify the person designated in the environmental emergency plan and then contact the relevant authorities without delay (see section 1.14.8 of section 01 35 43 of the Specifications). In addition, the Contractor must cordon off the affected area to limit the spread of contamination; recover the contaminant and contaminated materials (water, soil, residues, etc.); manage all contaminated residues and soil in accordance with applicable laws and regulations; hire an environmental firm to characterize the contaminated soil; determine the remediation requirements and carry out the necessary corrective work; produce and submit a complete remediation report, including the results of analyses, the actions taken, the volumes treated, and confirmation of the return to the initial state (or to a state that complies with current standards). These requirements also apply to contaminated water, accidental spills, petroleum residues, or any hazardous residual material related to the site's activities.
· Maintain the machinery and equipment used during the work in good working order, clean, and free of oil, gasoline, or any other liquid leaks that could pollute the environment.
· The Contractor shall ensure that no waste is left on site at the end of the work.     
Surface and groundwater quality    
· Use biodegradable oil in the equipment used. 	
· Before any excavation, install temporary stormwater management structures to slow runoff, reduce erosion, and limit the transport of suspended solids to sensitive environments. These structures may include, but are not limited to, sediment traps, filter berms, diversion ditches, or any other appropriate device. Keep these devices in place and functional until the soil is permanently stabilized.
· Install erosion prevention and sediment management devices before beginning excavation, backfilling, or soil and material handling. Protect any temporary piles of unconsolidated materials located within 30 m of a wetland or watercourse with a temporary stabilization measure to prevent soil from being carried into watercourses, ditches, or wetlands.  	
· During the work, do not discharge water directly into drainage ditches or watercourses. If this operation is necessary, ensure that the water to be discharged is not contaminated by taking samples.
· Provide temporary drainage and pumping as necessary to keep excavations and the work site dry. 
· During the work, do not discharge water directly into drainage ditches or watercourses. If this is necessary, ensure that the water to be discharged is not contaminated by taking samples. 	
· During concrete work, trap dripping or runoff material from concrete poured on site and from concrete mixers using intercepting ditches, settling ponds, retention ponds, or other appropriate facilities. Sediment must be allowed to settle and reach a neutral pH before the clarified water is released into the drainage system or allowed to flow into the ground. 
· Monitor watercourses and ditches for signs of sediment input, taking corrective action as necessary.  	
· At the end of the workday, machinery must be parked more than 30 m from drainage ditches/watercourses. 
Air quality
· Fires and waste burning on the work site are prohibited. 
· Ensure that the engines of equipment, machinery, and vehicles are turned off when not in use. 	
· Use well-maintained machinery, preferably equipped with baffles, mufflers in good condition (to minimize air pollutant emissions), exhaust systems, and engine covers. 
· Water dry materials and cover waste to prevent wind from blowing dust or debris. Remove dust from temporary roads. 
· Cover dry materials and waste to prevent wind from blowing dust or debris. 
Vegetation and wetlands	
· To limit the spread of invasive species, the Contractor must ensure that machinery entering the site is clean and free of invasive alien species. Machinery must be washed before leaving the site.  	
· Maintenance, cleaning, and refueling of machinery and equipment must be carried out at least 30 m away from watercourses and wetlands.      
· Machinery traffic must be limited to existing service roads to avoid any alteration of the surrounding natural environment. 	
· If work is carried out on natural terrain, the Contractor must limit traffic to pre-established work areas and clearly identify the boundaries of the work areas with markers to prevent the destruction of surrounding vegetation. 	
· Apply topsoil and proceed with hydroseeding as soon as possible on exposed vegetated surfaces. 
· When seeding cannot be done immediately, apply mulch, an erosion control blanket, or use hydroseeding with binding fibers.     
Fish fauna and habitat, and sensitive habitats     
· Implement effective measures to limit the amount of sediment from the construction site entering the aquatic environment and ensure their maintenance (e.g., sediment barriers, berms, sediment traps, sedimentation basins, temporary slope stabilization, diversion of water to vegetated areas). Measures must remain effective during periods of high water, heavy rain, or freezing temperatures.     
· Do not operate machinery in water. 	
· Restore the bed and banks of aquatic environments affected by the work (substrate grain size, bed profile, vegetation, etc.) to their original condition after the site has been cleared of all affected areas (temporary structures, access roads, etc.).      

Birdlife	
· Deforestation is prohibited during the bird nesting season, from mid-April to the end of July. 	
· If a nest containing eggs or chicks of migratory birds is discovered near or within the work area, stop all noisy activities near the nesting site and protect the nest(s) with a protective zone. Immediately contact the Ministry Representative, who will contact ECCC's Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) to ensure that the appropriate measures are taken. 
User safety
· Put up clear signs indicating the restrictions imposed by the work (road blocked, detour, no parking, etc.) to ensure the safety of public road users and airport users at all times, as applicable. 
· Transport Canada is satisfied that the project is unlikely to cause adverse environmental effects. Therefore, Transport Canada may exercise any power or perform any function to enable the project to proceed.
Transport Canada is satisfied that the carrying out of the project is not likely to cause significant adverse environmental effects. Therefore, Transport Canada can exercise any power, or perform any duty or function, to enable the project to be carried out. 


