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November 12h, 2025 – Transport Canada has determined that the deer fencing and culvert replacement at the Motor Vehicle Test Centre (MVTC) in Blainville is not likely to cause significant adverse environmental effects.  
This determination was based on a consideration of the following factors: 
· Impacts on rights of Indigenous Peoples; 
· Indigenous knowledge; 
· Community knowledge; 
· Comments received from the public; and 
· Technically and economically feasible mitigation measures. 
Mitigation measures taken into account for this determination are:  
Soil Type    
· Limit stripping, clearing, excavation, backfilling, and grading of work areas to what is strictly necessary in order to preserve the natural topography and prevent erosion.	
· Avoid creating ruts and compacting the soil, which affect surface water runoff and infiltration into the soil, by using vehicles adapted to the bearing capacity of the soil and avoiding driving on wet soil. Limit the use of heavy machinery on erodible, fragile, sloping, or low-bearing soils.	
· Temporary material storage areas must be located in areas that have already been developed or paved.    
Soil Quality    
· At the start of the work, the contractor must submit an emergency response plan in case of accidental spills of contaminants. Ensure that the response plan includes, at a minimum, a response diagram and an alert structure, and that it is placed in an easily accessible location visible to all employees. Have on-site response equipment in case of accidental spills of contaminants, including a quickly deployable floating phase collection device such as booms (in the case of petroleum spills).    
· Clean vehicles and construction equipment before they arrive at the work site to remove mud, fragments of invasive alien species (including common reed), animals, and microorganisms.	
· Perform all handling of fuel, oil, other petroleum products, or contaminants, including transfer, under continuous supervision and at a safe distance from watercourses to avoid accidental spills. 	
· In the event of a spill, immediately report the situation to: Environment Canada's emergency service (1-866-283-2333) and Urgence Environnement du Québec (1-866-694-5454), as well as to the PSPC representative.	
· Recover any spilled contaminated debris as soon as possible and dispose of it in accordance with current regulations.    
· Recover debris from concrete work.    
Water Quality    
· Implement erosion prevention and sediment management measures before beginning any excavation, backfilling, or soil and material handling work.	
· Use biodegradable oil in the equipment used.    
· Remove and stabilize excavated spoil away from watercourses and ditches and ensure that it does not return to them.    
· Monitor watercourses and ditches for signs of sediment input, taking corrective action as necessary.	
· During concrete work, wastewater must not be discharged on site or into any body of water, including wastewater from mixing and cleaning the equipment used.	
· Work involving the handling or pouring of concrete, mortar, or cement shall be carried out in such a way that these products and the particles they contain do not end up directly or indirectly in the aquatic environment or on the ground.    
Air Quality    
· Fires and the burning of waste and woody material on the construction site are prohibited. 	
· Avoid leaving the engines of construction machinery and trucks running unnecessarily when they are not in use.    
· Use well-maintained machinery, preferably equipped with baffles, mufflers in good condition (to minimize the emission of air contaminants), exhausts, and engine covers.	
· Cover stacked materials with geotextile if they are not used for more than 24 hours.    
Terrestrial Vegetation and Invasive Alien Species    
· Before work begins, mark and demarcate the areas to be cleared and deforested. At no time should machinery be allowed to operate outside the work area.	
· Clearing and deforestation must be carried out in such a way as not to damage trees and shrubs to be preserved, if any.    
· Locate common reed colonies before work begins.    
· Excavate the soil and all reproductive parts (roots, rhizomes, stolons, seeds) of common reed, bury them at the depths recommended by the MELCCFP, or alternatively, place them in watertight containers, cover them adequately, and dispose of them in a landfill site duly authorized by the MELCCFP.	
· Prohibit the storage on site of soil contaminated with common reed and any other invasive alien species.    
· Clean machinery when used in an area affected by common reed before moving it to an unaffected area. Cleaning must be done off-site and at least 30 m from wetlands, water bodies, and riparian areas.	
· Avoid unnecessarily stripping vegetation from surfaces.    
· Reestablish vegetation cover on bare soil as soon as possible.	

Wetlands and Water Bodies    
· Prior to work, install erosion barriers to effectively control erosion of bare surfaces and prevent the dispersion of suspended particles in surface runoff, and ensure that these installations are maintained.	
· Construction equipment must be used from the shore only.    
· At no time should machinery be allowed to travel in surrounding wetlands and water bodies. Ensure a buffer zone of at least 10 m between wetlands adjacent to the work area in zones 8 and 9.    
· Protect any temporary pile of unconsolidated material located less than 30 m from a wetland or watercourse using temporary stabilization measures to prevent soil from being washed into watercourses, ditches, or wetlands.
· Do not dispose of debris, waste, materials, etc. in the aquatic environment. Any debris accidentally introduced into the aquatic environment must be removed as soon as possible.    
· Maintain, clean, and refuel machinery and equipment at least 30 m from watercourses and wetlands.    
· At the end of the work, restore the hydraulic and granulometric characteristics of the redeveloped watercourse bed to what they were before the work.    
· Renature culvert embankments using hydraulic seeding and planting shrubs, giving preference to native species, as soon as possible after completion of earthworks. Carry out work when weather conditions are favorable and suspend it when weather conditions deteriorate (heavy rain).    
Birds and Bats    
· To respect the nesting period in the project area, no clearing should be done between mid-April and the end of August.    
Fish and their Habitat    
· Implement effective measures to limit sediment runoff from the construction site into the aquatic environment and ensure their maintenance (e.g., sediment barriers, berms, sediment traps, sedimentation basins, temporary slope stabilization, water diversion to vegetated areas). The measures must remain effective during periods of high water, heavy rain, or freezing temperatures. 
· Ensure sufficient water flow and supply at all times to maintain fish habitat functions (feeding, fry, spawning) downstream of the work area. Take the necessary measures to avoid impacts upstream and downstream of the work area (e.g., flooding, exposure, erosion, suspended solids).
· Treat water from inside the cofferdam enclosure before it returns to the aquatic environment in order to limit sediment input (e.g., buffer vegetation zone, settling basin, filter trench, Envirobags, spillway container, combination of several methods).
· Carefully recover all fish trapped in confined or isolated sections of the work site and immediately return them to the aquatic environment in an area conducive to their survival in order to avoid fish mortality. If species at risk are likely to be present in the work area, the transfer of fish may require a permit under the Fish Act.
· Carefully recover all fish trapped in confined or isolated sections of the construction site and immediately return them to the aquatic environment, in an area conducive to their survival, to avoid fish mortality. If species at risk are likely to be present in the work area, the transfer of fish may require a permit under the Species at Risk Act. If applicable, please contact the Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Program by phone at 1-877-722-4828 or by email at dfo.habitatquebec.mpo@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.
· Do not drive machinery in the water.
· Ensure that the top of the riprap protecting the stream bed upstream and downstream of the culverts is placed below the elevations of the upstream and downstream culvert foundations, respectively, so as not to create an obstacle to fish passage.
· Restore the bed and banks of aquatic environments affected by the work (substrate grain size, bed profile, vegetation, etc.) to their original condition after the site has been cleared of all affected areas (temporary structures, access roads, etc.).
CEVA Users
· Put up clear signage indicating the restrictions imposed by the work (road blocked, detour, no parking, etc.) to ensure the safety of CEVA users at all times, where applicable.
Archeology
· Immediately suspend activities in the event of the accidental discovery of any object that may represent an archaeological artifact, and notify the departmental representative and the responsible authorities.
· Work at the site of the discovery of any object that may represent an archaeological artifact must be suspended until a qualitative and quantitative assessment has been carried out by an archaeologist from the departmental representative.
Transport Canada is satisfied that the carrying out of the project is not likely to cause significant adverse environmental effects. Therefore, Transport Canada can exercise any power, or perform any duty or function, to enable the project to be carried out. 


