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June 9th, 2025 – Transport Canada has determined that the proposed demolition of the Portneuf Wharf and Sediment Remediation is not likely to cause significant adverse environmental effects.  
This determination was based on a consideration of the following factors: 
· Impacts on rights of Indigenous peoples; 
· Indigenous knowledge; 
· Community knowledge; 
· Comments received from the public; and 
· Technically and economically feasible mitigation measures. 
Mitigation measures taken into account for this determination are:  
· Notice to mariners to inform users of the work period and area.
· Adequate signage on the water that complies with TC standards for moving the barge/barges to the transshipment point. 
· Compliance with the conditions of approval under the NCA issued by the Navigation Protection Program
· Traffic management plan for the pier established and followed.
· Transportation plan established and followed.
· Spill prevention and response plan in place. Procedure and persons responsible clearly identified on site
· Spill recovery kit available on barges and on board the machinery used.
· With the exception of the rolling surface, the temporary transshipment station must be composed of large-calibre clean stone and constructed to withstand ice and flooding.
· Compliance with the work exclusion period during the bird breeding season, from April 15 to August 31
· Compliance with the restriction period from April 15 to August 31 (aquatic wildlife protection period) for dredging work outside the enclosure.
· Verification that there are no fish inside the enclosure before dredging work begins.
· Verification that there are no map turtles inside the enclosure or in the transshipment station area before work begins.
· Use of biodegradable oil for machinery.
· Machinery, trucks, and floating equipment are clean and in good working order.
· Choice of the least noisy equipment possible.
· Control of invasive aquatic species according to the following measures: 
· Before work begins: 
· Set up away from bodies of water to inspect and clean all equipment (machinery, barges) that will be used during the work. 
· Remove all traces of mud, aquatic plants, or other debris and dispose of the residue in the trash or at a landfill site. 
· During work: 
· Dispose of spoil affected by invasive species in a location far from bodies of water, preferably in a landfill site. 
· At the end of work: 
· Empty any water that may be in the equipment before leaving the body of water. 
· Clean and dry all equipment that has been in contact with water during the work. 
· Cease dredging and open water management activities when weather/hydrodynamic conditions cause sediment dispersion (significant waves).
· No work in progress on the banks of the St. Lawrence River and the Portneuf River.
· Fueling and maintenance activities must be carried out under constant supervision at least 30 m from the river and at least 15 m from any of its tributaries. 
· Avoid dragging the bucket or dropping it on the bottom. 
· If using a clamshell bucket, fill it to capacity to limit the amount of water and ensure that it closes completely. However, use dredging equipment that minimizes the resuspension of sediments. 
· Limit the speed at which the grab bucket is lowered and raised to minimize turbidity and the resuspension of fine particles.
· Respect the target depth for the dredging site.
· Comply with the elements of the Water Quality Monitoring Protocol.
· Slow down or stop work if there is a deterioration in water quality (increase in suspended solids during work, greater than 25 mg/L compared to ambient levels) within 100 m of the work site.
· Implement a series of additional measures in the event of significant deterioration in water quality (increase in suspended solids during work, greater than 25 mg/L compared to ambient levels 100 m from the work site), such as working in accordance with the tides.
· The containment method used for the enclosure surrounding the dock effectively confines suspended sediments. 
· In the event of a significant plume of turbidity spreading outside the work area, slow down dredging activities or space out dredging periods over time.
· Comply with dredging clearance limits.
· Ensure that the transport of sediments (between the dredger, the barge, the temporary deposit site, and the sediment disposal site) does not cause fine sediments to be dispersed into the aquatic environment. Ensure that the barge used to transport the dredged material is watertight and do not overload it in order to reduce the likelihood of spillage during transport. 
· In the event that sediments are partially or completely dried on a barge, ensure that no water exceeding the applicable criteria is released into the environment.
· Implement effective measures to limit the amount of sediment from the construction site entering the aquatic environment and ensure that these measures are maintained (e.g., sediment barriers, berms, sediment traps, sedimentation basins, temporary slope stabilization, diversion of water to vegetated areas). The measures must remain effective during periods of flooding, heavy rain, or freezing. 
· Dispose of excavated material outside the PSMGM. If necessary, confine or stabilize this material (e.g., waterproof tarpaulin, sediment barrier) to prevent sediment from entering the aquatic environment. 
· The beds of trucks transporting materials that are likely to blow away and/or generate dust must be covered with tarpaulins.
· Ensure that the transport of sediments (between the dredger, the barge, the temporary deposit, and the sediment disposal site) does not cause the dispersion of fine sediments into the aquatic environment. Ensure that the barge used to transport the dredged material is watertight and do not overload it in order to reduce the likelihood of overfilling.
· If required, treat water from dredged sediment management before it returns to the aquatic environment to limit sediment input (e.g., buffer zone, settling pond, filter trench, Envirobags, spillway container, combination of several methods). 
· Ensure that temporary storage of sediments, on-site or off-site, does not cause fine sediments (and sediment water) to be dispersed outside and into the aquatic environment.
· Keep machinery used for the work in good working order at all times, equipped with adequate exhaust and pollution control systems to limit atmospheric emissions. 
· Handle petroleum products in such a way as to prevent and control leaks and spills. 
· Report any spills that have an impact on the environment to the following authorities: Environment Canada's emergency service (1-866-283-2333) and Urgence Environnement du Québec (1-866-694-5454), the Canadian Coast Guard's emergency service (1-800-363-4735); Recover contaminated materials, if applicable, and dispose of them through a company approved by the MELCC.
· In the event of an accidental discovery of an archaeological property or site, cease dredging or dismantling of the remains and immediately inform the site manager, who will contact the Ministry of Culture and Communications to report the discovery. Avoid any action that could compromise the integrity of the property or site discovered.
Scope and description of the compensation plan: 
The demolition of the dock head will generate a gain of 2,690 m² of fish habitat. The residual impacts on fish and fish habitat associated with the authorized works, undertakings, and activities will be offset by the improvement of fish habitat and olive-spotted batfish through the decontamination of the riverbed, as well as habitat improvements by providing current shelters for migration and feeding functions for yellow and black sturgeon, American eel, yellow perch, and rainbow smelt, among others.
Transport Canada and Fisheries and Oceans Canada are satisfied that that the carrying out of the project is not likely to cause significant adverse environmental effects. Therefore, Transport Canada and Fisheries and Oceans Canada can exercise any power, or perform any duty or function, to enable the project to be carried out. 


